
 

Wednesday, March 25th, 2020 

Dear Middle School Families, 

Hope you and your families are well and are staying healthy as we navigate this new ground together. 
Thank you for all of your support during Phase 1 of our Home Learning Program. In corresponding with 
our faculty, parents, and students, I know that this new reality has been a challenging adjustment for all 
parties. While we are incredibly disappointed to be missing out on the daily interactions and wonderful 
spring traditions here at Stanley, I have been so impressed by the way our entire community has banded 
together during this uncertain time. Thank you for all of your support. 

It feels like ages ago, but about a month ago I was in Philadelphia for the National Association of 
Independent Schools (NAIS) annual conference. Among the speakers I heard was Yong Zhao, 
Distinguished Professor of Education at the University of Kansas and a leading educational thinker. 
There, Zhao talked about how many education systems try to get children to be the same when students 
are all actually quite different. Similarly, in his book World Class Learners, Zhao cites the Summerhill 
School in Suffolk, England, the brainchild of educator A.S. Neill, as a school that honors the diversity of 
children. As Neill says, “The function of the child is to live his own life – not the life his anxious parents 
think he should live, nor a life according to the purpose of the educator who thinks he knows best.” 
Summerhill is radically progressive; students can pursue what they wish. If a child wants to spend their 
day “reading, climbing trees, sleeping, or attending class,” they can, so long as it does not disrupt the 
learning of others or harm the community. As one student said, “We do what we want to do.” In 
thinking about our current situation, I wonder how well Summerhill students are equipped for Home 
Learning compared to other students around the world, what we might learn from a seemingly radical 
school. I imagine their students’ sense of agency is robust, and they are moving forward more easily 
than most other schools. 

No one, of course, wishes to be out of school, and we all immensely miss the wonderful learning, smiling 
faces, and daily jokes that makes coming to our campus each day a true gift. These last few weeks have 
proven to be a time of disorder, uncertainty, what can even feel like chaos. We are understandably 
uneasy about what such time away from school will mean for our children, our families, and our greater 
society. I, too, am uneasy with you. This is all new ground with the situation evolving daily, even hourly. I 
empathize with all of you in how difficult an experience this is, and I encourage you to build community 
with one another as we navigate this together. Write or call the friend you’ve lost touch with, the 
connection that always seems to get pushed to the back burner. Already, the re-connections I’ve made 
with friends scattered across the country have made a challenging situation just a little bit easier. 

In addition, my uneasiness has been quelled by a belief that our children have many of the qualities that 
will make this time positively impactful for them too. They are qualities that align with our 7 goals for 
learners: curiosity, academic resourcefulness, perseverance, self-awareness, collaboration, respect and 
joyful, lifelong learning. While Stanley does not make attending class optional or provide little structure 
to a student’s day, choice and student voice have been core tenets of our school’s narrative. As Zhao 
writes, “When children are given the freedom, they have to take the initiative to decide what to do. And 
when they do what they want to do, they have commitment.” From leading discussions to putting on 



their own one-act plays to delivering performances at Cave Shows, Stanley students take initiative every 
day. 

Phase 2 – Middle School Home Learning  
Phase 2 of our Home Learning does provide more structure to your child’s day. Classes should not be 
considered optional; however, the main reason for that is to provide a sense of community for your 
children, something we know Stanley and all great schools provide. Already, I have been heartened by 
the way students and faculty are creating community for and with each other. We are embracing this 
challenge and are learning new things about ourselves and about the possibilities for learning. The 
amazing middle school faculty and I have viewed Home Learning as an opportunity, not an obstacle, and 
I want to thank you for your partnership in helping your children do so too. We couldn’t make this 
program a success without you. 

To that end, Phase 2 of our Home Learning Program will begin in earnest on Tuesday, April 7th. I have 
included a video here in which I explain the core tenets of our Home Learning program, and you will find 
a weekly schedule attached to this email for each grade. From Monday through Thursday, children will 
have four approximately 30 minute classes per day with time in between each class to break up screen 
time and to provide time for play.  Those classes will happen by Zoom and will be recorded for a student 
to re-watch later or to view if they have technical difficulties or simply are unable to attend. Monday 
through Thursday afternoons from 1-3 pm will be dedicated to allowing students to sign-up to connect 
with individual faculty members in an office hours format. More information will be coming soon about 
how to sign-up for one-on-one or small group sessions in the afternoons. 

Friday Choice Time  
On Fridays, as choice and multi-age classrooms are core aspects of Stanley’s philosophy, students will 
choose from a variety of different options, which are described in the attached document. We ask that 
you and your child review these options and sign up at this link as soon as possible to participate 
beginning Friday, April 10th. A subsequent email will come out after Spring Break with your child’s 
selection, and teachers will invite students to their Choice Time selection on Friday mornings by Zoom. 
The rest of Fridays will be spent having advisors and Learning Specialists reviewing the week with their 
advisees and students through phone or Zoom calls similar to those that have been conducted during 
Phase 1. 

Monday, April 6th – Homeroom re-entry to Phase 2 
As an entry to Phase 2, homerooms will be hosting session with their students on Monday, April 6th at 
10 am to re-connect after Spring Break and to talk about norms as we begin Zoom learning in earnest on 
Tuesday, April 7th. After the homeroom sessions, the rest of Monday, April 6th will be dedicated for 
teachers to do final planning to begin Zoom classes in earnest on Tuesday. 

Moving forward  
As this situation evolves, we are continually assessing our program. As in Phase 1, we know this program 
is not perfect and cannot replicate all that is Stanley. Moving forward, we are thinking about additional 
opportunities too. Homerooms are already experimenting with virtual Arts Fests, and we are working on 
potential Grade Level classes, lunch groups with MS Counselor Emily Goldberg, Zoom parent coffees, 
and other programming to make the most of our Home Learning program, however long it has to last. 
We hope to be able to return soon.    

At Back to School night in September, I spoke about middle school being a roller coaster, and that’s 
without a global pandemic occurring. I know this coming time will have peaks and valleys for your 
children and for you. While there are a myriad of resources out there, one article that may prove helpful 
with your children in navigating disappointment about canceled events can be found here. 

https://vimeo.com/400356756
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeLEZjZTt-i7zKAPzzeB7K975MeIn9AoN7iYVr8VNnyAYHi5w/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/18/parenting/coronavirus-kids-events-cancelled.html


Another linked here from author Brené Brown can help parents empathize with the newness of this for 
our teachers and provide advice for working with your children. 

As this situation evolves, harken back to the advice from Back to School Night: Don’t ride the roller 
coaster with your children. And through it all, know that we are here to support you and your children 
to emerge from this situation even stronger. 

Thanks for all your support, and have a great rest of the week and Spring Break. 

All the best, 
Greg 

https://brenebrown.com/blog/2020/03/21/collective-vulnerability/


6th-grade schedule - Home Learning Schedule - Phase 2 

Section 6-1 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

9-9:30 Homeroom Math Homeroom Math 

10-10:30 Writing Drumming Writing Drumming 

11-11:30 Spanish/LC Humanities Spanish/LC Humanities 

12-12:30 Science P.E. Science P.E. 

1-3 Office Hours Office Hours Office Hours Office Hours 

Section 6-2 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

9-9:30 Homeroom Humanities Homeroom Humanities 

10-10:30 Science Math Science Math 

11-11:30 Writing Drumming Writing Drumming 

12-12:30 Spanish/LC P.E. Spanish/LC P.E. 

1-3 Office Hours Office Hours Office Hours Office Hours 

Section 6-3 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

9-9:30 Homeroom Drumming Homeroom Drumming 

10-10:30 Spanish/LC Humanities Spanish/LC Humanities 

11-11:30 Science Math Science Math 

12-12:30 Writing P.E. Writing P.E. 

1-3 Office Hours Office Hours Office Hours Office Hours 

All 6th graders - Fridays 

9-10 am Choice time 

10 am - 3 pm Advisee/ Learning Specialist calls 



7th-grade schedule - Home Learning Schedule - Phase 2 

Section 7-1 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

9-9:30 Homeroom Science Homeroom Science 

10-10:30 LA Social Studies LA Social Studies 

11-11:30 P.E. Visual Arts P.E. Visual Arts 

12-12:30 Math Spanish/LC Math Spanish/LC 

1-3 Office Hours Office Hours Office Hours Office Hours 

Section 7-2 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

9-9:30 Homeroom Spanish/LC Homeroom Spanish/LC 

10-10:30 Math Science Math Science 

11-11:30 LA Visual Arts LA Visual Arts 

12-12:30 PE Social Studies PE Social Studies 

1-3 Office Hours Office Hours Office Hours Office Hours 

Section 7-3 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

9-9:30 Homeroom Social Studies Homeroom Social Studies 

10-10:30 P.E. Spanish/LC P.E. Spanish/LC 

11-11:30 Math Visual Arts Math Visual Arts 

12-12:30 LA Science LA Science 

1-3 Office Hours Office Hours Office Hours Office Hours 

All 7th graders - Fridays 

9-10 am Choice time 

10 am - 3 pm Advisee/ Learning Specialist calls 



8th-grade schedule - Home Learning Schedule - Phase 2 

Section 8-1 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

9-9:30 Homeroom LA Homeroom LA 

10-10:30 Spanish/LC P.E. Spanish/LC P.E. 

11-11:30 Science Math Science Math 

12-12:30 Social Studies Arts Choice Social Studies Arts Choice 

1-3 Office Hours Office Hours Office Hours Office Hours 

Section 8-2 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

9-9:30 Homeroom Math Homeroom Math 

10-10:30 Social Studies LA Social Studies LA 

11-11:30 Spanish/LC P.E. Spanish/LC P.E. 

12-12:30 Science Arts Choice Science Arts Choice 

1-3 Office Hours Office Hours Office Hours Office Hours 

Section 8-3 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

9-9:30 Homeroom P.E. Homeroom P.E. 

10-10:30 Science Math Science Math 

11-11:30 Social Studies LA Social Studies LA 

12-12:30 Spanish/LC Arts Choice Spanish/LC Arts Choice 

1-3 Office Hours Office Hours Office Hours Office Hours 

All 8th graders - Fridays 

9-10 am Choice time 

10 am - 3 pm Advisee/ Learning Specialist calls 



Dear Middle School Families,  
 
Hope you’re having a good week as we approach Spring Break. Please go through the following 
Friday Choice Time offerings with your children and sign up in the form linked here as soon as 
possible. Thanks for your support!  
 
All the best, 
Greg  
 
Mindfulness Watercolor/Drawing/Coloring - Take some time to explore your artistic side! 
 
Intro to French and Jamming - Come demo instruments demo and enjoy beginning 
conversation in a new language. 
 
Breakfast creations - Cook up some yummy breakfast creations! 
 
Morning Yoga Flow - Learn a new practice to start your Fridays off right. Namaste!  
 
Advanced Spanish Conversation and Telenovelas - Practice Spanish listening, speaking, 
and culture while watching a Spanish soap opera. 
 
Google Sheets Art - Learn how to use conditional formatting to turn a Google spreadsheet into 
a piece of pixel art.  
 
World Dance Party - Spend the first 20 minutes learning a specific dance step and where it 
comes from, and the next 40 minutes dancing and sweating nonstop to a fast-paced dance 
video.  We will learn the basic steps for the merengue, salsa, cha-cha, reggaeton, bachata, 
samba, and hip-hop -- moves that come from Latin America and Africa.  
 
Genius Hour - Watch a variety of TedEd videos (including riddles, debates, unsolved problems, 
controversial issues) and discuss them together. 
 
Empowerment - Discover ways to find your voice and get comfortable speaking up--for 
yourselves and others. 
 
Photography - Grab your camera, phone or ipad...and let’s go! Join us as we delve into the 
spectacular world of photography. We will learn about the elements, qualities and 
characteristics that make for a truly great photograph. We will focus on a different subject and or 
technique each week as we take pictures on location, from the homefront. We will also share 
images with each other, get recommendations and possibly create an MS photo gallery. 
 
Board Games through Zoom - We will play a selection of board games and social games 
through Zoom, including Codenames, Werewolf, and more! 
 
Vision Boards - We will create our own vision boards together, think through our goals, and 
make steps toward progress with them.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeLEZjZTt-i7zKAPzzeB7K975MeIn9AoN7iYVr8VNnyAYHi5w/viewform?usp=sf_link


 
Online Trivia Time and Riddles - Lateral thinking puzzles - with both group and individual 
challenges; verbal and “texted” responses. 
 
Comic Book Club! - Come geek out over your favorite comic books, characters and stories- 
and swap recommendations for new ones! 
 
Education Today - Come discuss the state of education today and learn about how different 
countries approach education and the challenges facing education in our changing world. 
 
Musicology - We will share, analyze, perform and celebrate music. Come ready with your 
favorite songs and artists.  
 
 
 



 

Wednesday, March 25th, 2020 

Dear Parents and Guardians of 6th Grade Students, 

Sixth grade students will participate in virtual book clubs for Humanities for the next phase of Home 
Learning. Students will read about young people overcoming great personal and institutional challenges. 
In our virtual book clubs, students will develop discussion skills and practice our thinking strategies in 
online journals and small group chats.  

Please review the books below and discuss the books with your student to determine which ones 
he/she/they might be interested in. Then have your student fill out this survey to make their selection 
by March 30th. 

• Section 6-1 
• Section 6-2 
• Section 6-3 

If you have any concerns about your student reading any of these titles, please reach out to me as soon 
as possible. Once the book has been assigned to your student (I will email the book club lists as soon as 
possible), please purchase the book, download it from Audible, or check it out from your Denver Public 
Library’s e-library. If you are unable to purchase the book or find it at the library, please let me know. 
Students should have the books by Tuesday, April 7th. 

Thanks for your support, 
Julie 

All American Boys by Brendan Kiely and Jason Reynolds  
Rashad Butler and Quinn Collins are two young men, one black and one white, whose lives are forever 
changed by an act of extreme police brutality. Rashad wakes up in a hospital. Quinn saw how he got 
there. And so did the video camera that taped the cop beating Rashad senseless into the pavement. 
Thus begins ALL AMERICAN BOYS, written in tandem by two of our great literary talents, Jason Reynolds 
and Brendan Kiely. The story is told in Rashad and Quinn’s alternating perspectives, as they grapple with 
the complications that spin out of this violent moment and reverberate in their families, school, and 
town. Over the course of one week, Rashad tries to find the strength to accept his role as the symbolic 
figure of the community’s response to police brutality, and Quinn tries to decide where he belongs in a 
town bitterly divided by racial tension.  Ultimately, the two narratives weave back together, in the 
moment in which the two boys, now changed, can actually see each other—the first step for healing and 
understanding in a country still deeply sick with racial injustice. Reynolds pens the voice of Rashad, and 
Kiely has taken the voice of Quinn. 

One Crazy Summer Rita Williams-Garcia 
In this Newbery Honor novel, New York Times bestselling author Rita Williams-Garcia tells the story of 
three sisters who travel to Oakland, California, in 1968 to meet the mother who abandoned them. "This 
vibrant and moving award-winning novel has heart to spare." 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc0RP72eDp4Qdw-YAE7dZ7M8aQv-rbTEDsThrHUP0BZLCTLdg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc6cSGZDE6QtfxAJGm0j2Zuz4dI0es9JoBQPKR1GMI6jDoddQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd7KObtIvYteMAf3vi94b7bp4acFHRRIp3zcWwmq3giVwZGXw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.audible.com/ep/kids-audiobooks
https://denver.overdrive.com/
https://denver.overdrive.com/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/all-american-boys
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/one-crazy-summer


Eleven-year-old Delphine is like a mother to her two younger sisters, Vonetta and Fern. She's had to be, 
ever since their mother, Cecile, left them seven years ago for a radical new life in California. But when 
the sisters arrive from Brooklyn to spend the summer with their mother, Cecile is nothing like they 
imagined. 

While the girls hope to go to Disneyland and meet Tinker Bell, their mother sends them to a day camp 
run by the Black Panthers. Unexpectedly, Delphine, Vonetta, and Fern learn much about their family, 
their country, and themselves during one truly crazy summer. 

If I Ever Get Out of Here by Eric Gansworth 
Lewis "Shoe" Blake is used to the joys and difficulties of life on the Tuscarora Indian reservation in 1975: 
the joking, the Fireball games, the snow blowing through his roof. What he's not used to is white people 
being nice to him -- people like George Haddonfield, whose family recently moved to town with the Air 
Force. As the boys connect through their mutual passion for music, especially the Beatles, Lewis has to 
lie more and more to hide the reality of his family's poverty from George. He also has to deal with the 
vicious Evan Reininger, who makes Lewis the special target of his wrath. But when everyone else is on 
Evan's side, how can he be defeated? And if George finds out the truth about Lewis's home -- will he still 
be his friend?  

My Sister Lives on the Mantelpiece by Annabel Pitcher 
In this powerfully honest, quirkily humorous debut novel, first published in the U.K., 10-year-old 
narrator Jamie and his family are still dealing with his sister Rose’s death in a terrorist bombing five 
years earlier. After Rose’s twin, Jas, stakes her independence by dying her hair pink on her 15th 
birthday, the family falls apart—their mother runs off with another man, and their alcoholic father 
moves from London to the Lake District with the children, where he lavishes attention on Rose’s urn. 
Jamie’s pivotal friendship with a Muslim girl, Sunya, is a standout. Pitcher tackles grief, prejudice, 
religion, bullying, and familial instability through the unsentimental voice of a boy who loves Spider-Man 
and Manchester United, misses his mother, and—truth be told—doesn’t remember his dead sister all 
that well. The adults in Pitcher’s story may be a mess, but the kids are all right.  

Gracefully Grayson by Ami Polonsky 
Sixth-grader Grayson has ways of getting by—he doodles abstract triangles instead of the princesses he 
yearns to be, and he wears oversize T-shirts and loose pants instead of the skirts and dresses he longs 
for. Grayson’s aunt and uncle worry about his isolation (his parents died when he was small), and they 
are thrilled when he makes his first friend in years and tries out for the school play. They’re less thrilled 
to learn he auditioned for the lead role—the Greek goddess Persephone. Debut author Polonsky uses 
the play effectively, showing the community that builds among the actors, Grayson’s connection to 
Persephone and her underground captivity, and the tensions swirling around the casting choice and the 
play’s director, a popular teacher who may or may not be gay. Polonsky skillfully conveys Grayson’s 
acute loneliness and his growing willingness to open up about who he is, though the book has a dutiful 
feel in its efforts to raise awareness about gender nonconforming and transgender preteens. 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/if-i-ever-get-out-of-here
https://www.publishersweekly.com/978-0-316-17690-3
https://www.publishersweekly.com/978-1-4231-8527-7



